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Wood-Destroying	Insect	Information	to	be	considered	prior	to	the	issuance	of	the	VA	Notice	of	ValueIMPORTANT:Only	states	requiring	a	wood-destroying	insect	inspection	are	included	below.	If	a	state	is	not	listed	below,	then	a	wood-destroying	insect	inspection	is	not	required	unless	specific	issues	are	noted	in	the	VA	appraisal	report.Wood-
destroying	insect	information	requirements	can	also	be	found	in	Chapter	12,	Section	33	of	the	VA	Lenders	Handbook.	Wood-destroying	insect	information	is	required	for	the	entire	state	of:Alabama,	Arizona,	Arkansas,	California,	Connecticut,	Delaware,	The	District	of	Columbia,	Florida,	Georgia,	Hawaii,	Illinois,	Indiana,	Kansas,	Kentucky,	Louisiana,
Maryland,	Massachusetts,	Mississippi,	Missouri,	New	Jersey,	New	Mexico,	North	Carolina,	Ohio,	Oklahoma,	Puerto	Rico,	Rhode	Island,	South	Carolina,	Tennessee,	Texas,	U.S.	Virgin	Islands,	Virginia,	West	Virginia,	Guam,	American	Samoa,	and	Commonwealth	of	the	Northern	Mariana	Islands	ColoradoWood-destroying	insect	information	is	only
required	for	the	following	counties:	Alamosa,	Arapahoe,	Archuleta,	Baca,	Bent,	Chaffee,	Cheyenne,	Conejos,	Costilla,	Crowley,	Custer,	Delta,	Dolores,	Douglas,	El	Paso,	Elbert,	Fremont,	Gunnison,	Hinsdale,	Huerfano,	Kiowa,	Kit	Carson,	La	Plata,	Lake,	Las	Animas,	Lincoln,	Mineral,	Montezuma,	Montrose,	Otero,	Ouray,	Park,	Phillips,	Prowers,	Pueblo,
Rio	Grande,	Saguache,	San	Juan,	San	Miguel,	Summit,	Teller,	Washington,	and	Yuma.IowaWood-destroying	insect	information	is	only	required	for	the	following	counties:	Adair,	Adams,	Allamakee,	Appanoose,	Audubon,	Benton,	Black	Hawk,	Boone,	Bremer,	Buchanan,	Butler,	Calhoun,	Carroll,	Cass,	Cedar,	Chickasaw,	Clarke,	Clayton,	Clinton,
Crawford,	Dallas,	Davis,	Decatur,	Delaware,	Des	Moines,	Dubuque,	Fayette,	Floyd,	Franklin,	Fremont,	Greene,	Grundy,	Guthrie,	Hamilton,	Hardin,	Harrison,	Henry,	Humboldt,	Ida,	Iowa,	Jackson,	Jasper,	Jefferson,	Johnson,	Jones,	Keokuk,	Lee,	Linn,	Louisa,	Lucas,	Madison,	Mahaska,	Marion,	Marshall,	Mills,	Monona,	Monroe,	Montgomery,	Muscatine,
Page,	Polk,	Pottawattamie,	Poweshiek,	Ringgold,	Sac,	Scott,	Shelby,	Story,	Tama,	Taylor,	Union,	Van	Buren,	Wapello,	Warren,	Washington,	Wayne,	Webster,	Winneshiek,	and	Wright.NebraskaWood-destroying	insect	information	is	only	required	for	the	following	counties:	Adams,	Boone,	Buffalo,	Burt,	Butler,	Cass,	Chase,	Clay,	Colfax,	Cuming,	Custer,
Dawson,	Dodge,	Douglas,	Dundy,	Fillmore,	Franklin,	Frontier,	Furnas,	Gage,	Gosper,	Greeley,	Hall,	Hamilton,	Harlan,	Hayes,	Hitchcock,	Howard,	Jefferson,	Johnson,	Kearney,	Lancaster,	Madison,	Merrick,	Nance,	Nemaha,	Nuckolls,	Otoe,	Pawnee,	Perkins,	Phelps,	Platte,	Polk,	Red	Willow,	Richardson,	Saline,	Sarpy,	Saunders,	Seward,	Sherman,
Stanton,	Thayer,	Thurston,	Valley,	Washington,	Webster,	and	York.NevadaWood-destroying	insect	information	is	only	required	for	the	following	counties:	Carson	City,	Churchill,	Clark,	Douglas,	Esmeralda,	Lincoln,	Lyon,	Mineral,	Nye,	Pershing,	Storey,	Washoe,	and	White	Pine.New	YorkWood-destroying	insect	information	is	only	required	for	the
following	counties:	Bronx,	Broome,	Columbia,	Delaware,	Dutchess,	Greene,	Kings,	Nassau,	New	York,	Orange,	Putnam,	Queens,	Richmond,	Rockland,	Suffolk,	Sullivan,	Ulster	and	Westchester.PennsylvaniaWood-destroying	insect	information	is	only	required	for	the	following	counties:	Adams,	Allegheny,	Armstrong,	Beaver,	Bedford,	Berks,	Blair,
Bucks,	Butler,	Cambria,	Cameron,	Carbon,	Centre,	Chester,	Clarion,	Clearfield,	Clinton,	Columbia,	Crawford,	Cumberland,	Dauphin,	Delaware,	Elk,	Erie,	Fayette,	Forest,	Franklin,	Fulton,	Greene,	Huntingdon,	Indiana,	Jefferson,	Juniata,	Lackawanna,	Lancaster,	Lawrence,	Lebanon,	Lehigh,	Luzerne,	Lycoming,	McKean,	Mercer,	Mifflin,	Monroe,
Montgomery,	Montour,	Northampton,	Northumberland,	Perry,	Philadelphia,	Pike,	Potter,	Schuylkill,	Snyder,	Somerset,	Sullivan,	Tioga,	Union,	Venango,	Warren,	Washington,	Westmoreland,	Wyoming,	and	York.UtahWood-destroying	insect	information	is	only	required	for	the	following	counties:	Beaver,	Garfield,	Iron,	Kane,	San	Juan,	and
Washington.WisconsinWood-destroying	insect	information	is	only	required	for	the	following	Wisconsin	counties:	Columbia,	Crawford,	Dane,	Dodge,	Grant,	Green,	Iowa,	Jefferson,	Kenosha,	Lafayette,	Milwaukee,	Ozaukee,	Racine,	Richland,	Rock,	Sauk,	Vernon,	Walworth,	Washington	and	Waukesha.	For	VA	homebuyers,	pest	inspections	help	confirm
there	is	no	serious	infestation	or	structural	damage	caused	by	pests,	mainly	termites,	at	the	property	they	hope	to	purchase.	Unlike	a	home	inspection,	which	is	always	optional,	there	are	times	when	pest	inspections	are	required	to	close	on	a	VA	loan.Weve	put	together	a	list	of	the	most	commonly	asked	questions	about	how	pest	inspections	can
impact	your	VA	loan,	and	which	states	require	them,	so	lets	dive	in.	In	more	than	30	states,	a	termite	inspection	is	required	for	homes	purchased	with	a	VA	loan.	A	good	rule	of	thumb	is	to	look	at	a	Termite	Infestation	Probability	Map	and	see	if	your	home	falls	in	the	moderate	to	heavy	or	"very	heavy"	areas.	Most	of	the	country	falls	in	the	moderate	to
heavy	probability,	with	only	the	Northern	states	considered	reasonably	safe	from	termites.	Lets	go	state-by-state	to	see	if	your	state	falls	within	the	safe	zone.States	that	do	not	require	a	pest	inspection	for	a	VA	loan	include:Alaska	Idaho	MaineMichigan	Minnesota	Montana	New	HampshireNorth	Dakota	Oregon	South	Dakota	VermontWashington
Wisconsin	WyomingIf	you	do	not	reside	in	one	of	these	states,	termite	inspections	are	not	automatically	required	by	the	VA.States	with	Mixed	Termite	Infestation	ProbabilitySome	states	contain	a	mix	of	termite	probability	zones,	with	southern	portions	of	the	state	falling	in	the	moderate	category,	and	northern	parts	of	the	state	falling	in	the	light
probability	category.States	falling	into	mixed	probability	for	pests	includes:ColoradoIowaNebraskaNevadaNew	YorkUtahIn	these	states,	the	pest	inspection	requirement	may	depend	on	which	county	the	property	is	located	in.	NMLS	#1907	Our	Lender	Veterans	United	Home	Loans	is	a	VA	approved	lender;	Mortgage	Research	Center,	LLC	NMLS
#1907	(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org).	Not	affiliated	with	the	Dept.	of	Veterans	Affairs	or	any	government	agency.	Not	available	in	NV.	1400	Forum	Blvd.,	Columbia,	MO	65203.	Equal	Housing	Lender	As	weve	just	discussed,	the	VA	pest	inspection	will	be	automatically	required	for	properties	located	in	heavy	or	moderate	termite	probability	areas.
Additionally,	a	pest	inspection	may	be	ordered	if	an	independent	VA	appraiser	finds	any	sign	of	pest	or	termite	infestation.Once	the	inspection	is	ordered,	an	independent	inspector	will	visit	the	property	to	determine	whether	there	is	an	active	infestation.	They	will	also	determine	the	extent	of	any	damage	from	an	infestation,	past	or	present.	The
inspector	will	document	their	findings	in	a	report,	which	will	be	submitted	to	the	VA.If	there	is	an	active	infestation	or	damage,	the	issue	will	need	to	be	addressed	before	your	lender	can	fund	the	loan.	The	VA	doesn't	specify	who	is	responsible	for	paying	for	pest	control	or	treatment	of	termite	damage,	so	buyers	and	sellers	will	need	to	negotiate	this
cost	on	a	case-by-case	basis.Cost	of	a	Pest	InspectionPest	inspection	costs	vary	based	on	location,	the	size	of	the	home	and	other	factors.	In	most	cases,	the	fee	falls	between	$50	and	$200.	As	of	June	15th,	2022,	buyers	are	allowed	to	pay	for	their	own	termite	inspection	if	the	inspection	is	required	by	the	VA	appraiser	in	the	Notice	of	Value.
Previously,	only	buyers	in	specific	states	were	allowed	to	pay	for	the	inspection,	so	sellers	were	often	asked	to	cover	the	fee.	Typically,	Veterans	getting	a	VA	streamline	refinance	will	not	need	a	pest	inspection	at	all.	If	youre	doing	a	VA	cash-out	refinance,	an	appraisal	may	be	needed,	which	could	lead	to	a	VA-mandated	pest	inspection.	In	that	case,
you	will	likely	need	to	cover	the	fee	of	the	pest	inspection	prior	to	closing.	Your	VA	pest	inspection	report	is	typically	valid	for	90	days	from	the	date	of	the	inspection.	Most	VA	loans	close	in	30	to	45	days.	While	home	inspections	are	not	required,	all	VA	loan	properties	must	be	reviewed	by	a	VA	appraiser	to	make	sure	they	meet	the	Minimum	Property
Requirements,	which	include	conditions	like:Safe	access	to	the	property.	A	roof	in	good	condition.	There	cannot	be	any	active	leaks,	and	the	roof	should	be	in	good	enough	condition	that	there	is	no	immediate	need	to	replace	it.	A	sanitary	waste	disposal	system.	All	plumbing	must	be	in	working	order.	Safe	electrical	system	and	adequate	heating.	The
electrical	work	must	be	up	to	code	and	the	heating	must	be	working	properly.	The	VA	home	loan	program	provides	a	favorable	path	to	homeownership	for	military	service	members	and	Veterans.	Between	the	0%	down	payment,	low-interest	rates	and	PMI	avoidance,	theres	a	lot	to	love	about	VA	loans.	But	they	do	have	strict	property	requirements
that	must	be	met	before	the	VA	will	back	your	loan.	And	because	pest	infestations	can	damage	the	structural	integrity	of	a	home,	the	VA	needs	to	be	reasonably	sure	there	is	no	active	infestation	or	damage	from	previous	infestations.	The	pest	inspection	is	quick	and	inexpensive,	but	it	provides	a	level	of	protection	for	you	and	your	new	real	estate
investment.	NMLS	#1907	Our	Lender	Veterans	United	Home	Loans	is	a	VA	approved	lender;	Mortgage	Research	Center,	LLC	NMLS	#1907	(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org).	Not	affiliated	with	the	Dept.	of	Veterans	Affairs	or	any	government	agency.	Not	available	in	NV.	1400	Forum	Blvd.,	Columbia,	MO	65203.	Equal	Housing	Lender	If	youre	a
veteran	looking	to	purchase	a	home,	there	are	few	options	more	appealing	than	a	Veterans	Affairs	(VA)	home	loan.	These	loans	dont	require	a	down	payment	or	private	mortgage	insurance	(PMI),	have	low	interest	rates,	and	reduced	closing	costs.	However,	if	youre	using	a	VA	loan,	there	are	a	few	requirements	youll	have	to	meet	before	youre
approved,	specifically	the	VAs	Minimum	Property	Requirements	(MPRs).	MPRs	are	a	set	of	criteria	designed	to	ensure	that	homes	funded	by	VA	loans	are	safe,	structurally	stable,	sound,	and	sanitary.	Within	MPRs,	one	of	the	most	important	criteria	is	to	check	if	the	property	is	suffering	from	wood-destroying	insects,	specifically	termites.	Termites	are
some	of	the	most	destructive	pests	out	there,	causing	over	$5	billion	in	damage	to	over	600,000	homes	annually.	Because	of	this,	the	VA	wants	to	make	sure	the	homes	it	approves	for	veterans	are	free	of	these	wood-destroying	pests.	However,	termite	inspection	requirements	vary	by	state,	which	we	cover	below.	Thankfully,	not	all	states	have	these
pests,	and	the	VA	uses	this	termite	distribution	map	to	determine	whether	an	inspection	is	required	or	discretionary.	If	your	home	is	in	an	area	with	a	moderate	to	high	population	of	termites,	like	most	states	along	the	Southeastern	portion	of	the	U.S.,	youll	likely	be	required	to	have	a	termite	inspection.	For	states	with	low	or	nonexistent	termite
populations,	an	inspection	will	be	discretionary,	depending	on	the	findings	of	your	VA	appraiser.	For	states	where	these	wood-destroying	insects	are	common,	potential	homebuyers	are	required	to	get	an	inspection.	While	this	may	feel	like	an	extra	hoop	to	jump	through,	termite	inspections	help	homebuyers	by	verifying	their	home	is	a	sound,	safe
investment.	Homes	within	the	following	states	require	a	VA	termite	inspection:	Alabama	Arkansas	Arizona	California	Connecticut	Delaware	Florida	Georgia	Hawaii	Iowa	Illinois	IndianaKansas	Kentucky	Louisiana	Massachusetts	Maryland	Mississippi	Missouri	North	Carolina	Nebraska	New	Jersey	New	Mexico	NevadaOhio	Oklahoma	Pennsylvania
Rhode	Island	South	Carolina	Tennessee	Texas	Utah	Virginia	West	Virginia	Washington,	D.C	If	you	live	in	a	state	where	termites	are	less	common,	the	VA	program	will	not	automatically	require	you	to	get	a	termite	inspection.	These	are	called	discretionary	states	and	only	require	inspections	if	a	VA	appraiser	determines	it	necessary,	usually	in	the	face
of	existing	or	prior	wood-destroying	insect	damage.	Discretionary	states	include	the	following:	Alaska	Colorado	Idaho	Maine	Minnesota	Montana	North	Dakota	Oregon	South	Dakota	Wyoming	Washington	For	some	states,	termites	might	only	be	a	problem	in	specific	areas	while	practically	nonexistent	in	others.	In	these	situations,	the	VA	will	have
county-specific	requirements,	meaning	that	you	may	need	a	termite	inspection	by	default	if	you	live	in	certain	counties	within	the	following	states:	Michigan	New	Hampshire	New	York	Vermont	Wisconsin	Termite	inspections	are	a	necessary	part	of	the	VA	loan	approval	process	in	several	states.	In	states	with	high	termite	activity,	a	clear	inspection
report	is	required	before	the	loan	can	be	approved.	This	requirement	verifies	that	the	property	you	plan	on	purchasing	meets	the	VAs	Minimum	Property	Requirements	(MPRs)	for	safety	and	structural	integrity.	If	your	inspector	finds	termite	damage,	the	seller	must	have	it	repaired	before	the	loan	can	proceed.	In	this	case,	the	closing	of	the	home	will
likely	get	delayed.	Termite	inspections	can	cost	anywhere	from	$50	to	just	under	$400,	depending	on	your	area,	home	size,	and	pest	control	company.	In	the	past,	homebuyers	applying	for	VA	loans	were	not	allowed	to	pay	for	termite	inspections,	instead	putting	the	responsibility	on	either	the	seller	or	lender.	As	a	result,	some	sellers	would	look
unfavorably	on	VA	loans,	sometimes	passing	them	up	for	other	deals.	To	combat	this,	in	June	of	2022,	the	VA	updated	its	rules	to	allow	homebuyers	to	pay	for	termite	inspections,	but	only	for	certain	states.	Below	is	a	list	of	the	states	where	the	VA	allows	loan	applicants	to	pay	for	termite	inspections:	Alabama	Arkansas	Arizona	California	Florida
Louisiana	Mississippi	Oklahoma	Texas	VA	loans	allow	veterans	to	purchase	homes	more	easily	through	their	low	rates,	lack	of	down	payment,	and	not	requiring	a	PMI.	At	the	same	time,	the	VA	wants	to	ensure	veterans	are	moving	into	homes	that	are	safe,	stable,	and	pest-free.	This	high	standard	requires	homes	to	be	reviewed	by	an	appraiser	and,
depending	on	the	state,	a	termite	inspector.	We	recommend	homeowners,	regardless	of	their	mortgage	option,	take	advantage	of	early	home	and	termite	inspections.	These	early	pest	inspections	help	protect	the	homeowner	and	allow	them	to	detect	termite	issues	before	they	become	a	problem,	potentially	saving	them	thousands	later.	Image	Source:
Canva	A	VA	loan	is	a	mortgage	guaranteed	by	the	U.S.	Department	of	Veterans	Affairs,	offering	benefits	like	no	down	payment	and	lower	interest	rates	to	eligible	veterans	and	service	members.	What	Is	a	Termite	Inspection?	A	termite	inspection	is	a	professional	assessment	of	a	property	to	detect	the	presence	of	termites	or	other	wood-destroying
insects	and	any	damage	they	may	have	caused.	How	Long	Is	a	Termite	Inspection	Good	for	a	VA	Loan?	For	VA	loans,	a	termite	inspection	is	typically	valid	for	90	days	from	the	date	of	inspection.	How	Much	Does	a	Pest	Inspection	Cost?	Pest	inspections	for	VA	loans	usually	cost	between	$50	and	$300,	depending	on	the	property	size	and	location.	Do
New	Home	Constructions	Require	an	Inspection	as	Well?	Yes,	new	construction	in	termite-prone	areas	still	require	inspections	for	VA	loans,	but	they	may	qualify	for	alternative	documentation	like	a	builders	warranty.	Can	I	get	a	VA	loan	if	termites	are	found	during	the	inspection?	Yes,	but	any	termite	damage	must	be	repaired	before	the	loan	can
close.	The	repairs	are	typically	the	sellers	responsibility.VA	termite	inspections	ensure	homes	meet	Minimum	Property	Requirements	(MPRs),	confirming	safety	and	structural	integrity	by	detecting	wood-destroying	pests,	protecting	veterans	from	costly	repairs	post-purchase.Verifies	homes	are	free	of	active	infestations.Prevents	unexpected	repair
expenses	after	move-in.Ensures	compliance	with	VA	loan	standards.Learn	more	atVA	MPRs.Details	atVA	Property	Requirements.Which	States	Require	Termite	Inspections	as	of	2025Mandatory	StatesMandatory	StatesDiscretionary
StatesAlabamaKentuckyAlaskaArizonaLouisianaColoradoArkansasMarylandIdahoCaliforniaMassachusettsMaineConnecticutMississippiMinnesotaDelawareMissouriMontanaFloridaNebraskaNorth	DakotaGeorgiaNevadaOregonHawaiiNew	JerseySouth	DakotaIllinoisNew	MexicoVermont*IndianaNorth
CarolinaWashingtonIowaOhioWyomingKansasOklahomaPennsylvaniaSouth	CarolinaRhode	IslandTennesseeTexasUtahVirginiaWashington,	D.C.West	Virginia*In	Vermont,	inspections	are	only	required	in	Bennington	and	Windham	Counties.VA	Move-In	Ready	StandardThe	VAs	move-in	ready	standard	requires	homes	to	meet	MPRs,	ensuring	safety	and
structural	soundness,	with	termite	inspections	preventing	costly	pest-related	issues	for	veterans.Guarantees	livable,	hazard-free	homes.Identifies	termite	damage	before	purchase.Saves	veterans	from	major	repair	costs.Learn	more	atVA	Loans	Overview.Details	atVA	Purchase	Loans.When	VA	Termite	Inspections	Are	RequiredVA	termite	inspections
are	mandatory	in	high-risk	termite	areas	or	when	appraisers	suspect	pest	issues,	ensuring	homes	meet	VA	standards,	except	for	IRRRL	refinances.Required	in	Moderate	to	Heavy	termite	zones.Triggered	by	appraiser-detected	wood	damage.IRRRL	loans	often	exempt	unless	damage	is	visible.Details	atVA	Circular	26-22-11.Explore	atVA	IRRRL
Program.VA	Termite	Inspection	Requirements	by	StateOver	35	states	mandate	VA	termite	inspections	due	to	high	pest	risk,	while	others	require	them	only	if	appraisers	flag	issues	or	specific	counties	enforce	them.Mandatory	Termite	Inspection	StatesHigh-risk	states	require	VA	termite	inspections	to	ensure	homes	are	pest-free	and	meet	loan
eligibility	standards.Includes	Alabama,	California,	and	33	others.Based	on	VA	Termite	Infestation	Probability	Map.Protects	buyers	from	hidden	pest	damage.Discretionary	Inspection	StatesIn	14	states,	VA	termite	inspections	are	only	required	if	appraisers	identify	potential	pest	issues,	reducing	costs	in	low-risk	areas.Includes	Colorado,	Oregon,	and
Wyoming.Triggered	by	visible	signs	of	wood	damage.Minimizes	unnecessary	inspection	expenses.County-Specific	Termite	Inspection	RulesCertain	states	mandate	inspections	in	high-risk	counties,	ensuring	targeted	protection	against	termite	damage	for	VA	loan	properties.Michigan:	23	counties	like	Berrien.New	York:	17	counties	like	Suffolk.Learn
more	atVA	Loan	Types.Condo	Termite	Inspection	RequirementsLow-rise	condos	in	high-risk	areas	require	termite	inspections,	while	high-rise	condos	are	typically	exempt	unless	appraisers	note	pest	issues.Low-rise	(5	stories):	Mandatory	in	high-risk	zones.High-rise	(>5	stories):	Exempt	unless	damage	detected.Ensures	condo	safety	for	VA	buyers.Who
Pays	for	VA	Termite	Inspections?VA	termite	inspections	($100$200)	are	typically	seller-paid,	but	buyers	can	cover	costs	since	June	2024,	offering	flexibility	to	secure	home	purchases.Cost	of	VA	Termite	InspectionsVA	termite	inspections	cost	$100$400,	with	repairs	($500$2,000)	typically	seller-funded,	ensuring	homes	meet	VA	standards	before	loan
approval.Standard	inspection:	$100$200.Larger	homes:	Up	to	$400.Treatment	costs:	$500$2,000	if	needed.Details	atVA	Appraisal	Guidelines.How	VA	Termite	Inspections	Are	ConductedLicensed	professionals	inspect	homes	for	termites,	issuing	an	NPMA-33	report	valid	for	90	days,	ensuring	VA	loan	properties	are	pest-free	and	compliant.Examines
attics,	crawlspaces,	and	wood	structures.Identifies	mud	tubes	and	wood	damage.Scheduled	with	VA	appraisal	for	efficiency.Learn	more	atVA	Appraisal	Process.Details	atVA	Purchase	Loans.Meeting	VA	Minimum	Property	RequirementsVA	MPRs	mandate	homes	be	safe,	structurally	sound,	and	pest-free,	requiring	termite	issues	to	be	resolved	before
loan	approval,	typically	at	sellers	expense.Safe:	No	active	pest	infestations.Sound:	Intact	structural	wood	elements.Sanitary:	Free	of	pest	droppings.Learn	more	atVA	MPRs.Details	atVA	Property	Requirements.Handling	Termite	InfestationsIf	termites	are	found,	sellers	typically	fund	treatment	($500$2,000)	and	repairs	($1,000$5,000),	with	re-
inspection	ensuring	VA	loan	approval.Treatment:	Uses	chemical	or	bait	stations.Repairs:	Replaces	damaged	wood	structures.Re-inspection:	$50$150	to	verify	fixes.Details	atVA	Loan	Closing.VA	vs.	Conventional	Loan	Inspection	CostsVA	inspections	($100$200)	are	often	seller-paid,	unlike	optional	conventional	inspections	where	buyers	typically	cover
costs,	giving	VA	buyers	a	financial	edge.VA:	Sellers	usually	fund	repairs.Conventional:	Buyers	negotiate	repair	costs.VA	ensures	pest-free	properties.Details	atVA	Appraisal	Guidelines.Loan	TypeInspection	CostWho	PaysRepairsVA$100$200Buyer/SellerSeller	typically	coversConventional$100$200	(optional)BuyerBuyer/Seller	negotiatesDIY
Preparation	Tips	for	SellersSellers	can	ensure	VA	termite	inspection	success	by	checking	wood,	clearing	debris,	and	conducting	pre-inspections	to	avoid	delays	in	the	sale	process.FAQs	About	VA	Termite	InspectionsWhat	is	a	VA	termite	inspection?A	VA	termite	inspection	is	a	professional	check	for	termites	and	other	wood-destroying	pests.	It	ensures
the	property	meets	the	VAs	Minimum	Property	Requirements.Which	states	require	VA	termite	inspections?Over	35	states	(plus	Washington,	D.C.)	require	termite	inspections	for	VA	loans.	In	other	states,	the	inspection	may	be	discretionary	unless	the	appraiser	sees	signs	of	damage.Who	pays	for	a	VA	termite	inspection?As	of	June	2022,	veterans	may
pay	for	the	inspection	themselves.	However,	many	sellers	still	offer	to	cover	this	$100$200	expense.How	much	does	a	VA	termite	inspection	cost?Inspections	generally	range	from	$100$200,	depending	on	home	size	and	location.	Costs	can	increase	if	repairs	are	needed.What	happens	if	termites	are	found?The	seller	typically	covers	the	cost	of
treatment	($500$2,000)	and	repairs	($1,000$5,000).	After	treatment,	a	re-inspection	is	done	to	ensure	the	home	is	termite-free.Can	I	skip	a	VA	termite	inspection?VA	Streamline	refinances	(IRRRLs)	usually	dont	require	it,	but	a	purchase	loan	in	a	high-risk	area	definitely	does.How	long	does	a	VA	termite	inspection	take?Most	inspections	last	12
hours,	with	a	follow-up	report	in	a	few	days.	If	termites	are	found,	expect	repairs	and	a	re-inspection	before	closing.Are	repairs	required	after	a	VA	termite	inspection?Yes.	If	theres	an	active	infestation	or	significant	damage,	the	VA	wont	approve	the	loan	until	the	problem	is	fixed.Next	Steps	and	Additional	ResourcesLearn	More	About	VA	Loans:	Our
Comprehensive	VA	Loan	GuideCheck	the	VA	Termite	Map:	VA.gov	for	the	latest	termite	infestation	probability	information.Contact	Your	State	Veterans	Affairs	Office:	They	can	offer	localized	guidance	and	assistance.Using	your	VA	loan	benefit	should	feel	empoweringnot	overwhelming.	VA	termite	inspections	are	designed	to	protect	your	biggest
investment	and	help	you	move	into	a	home	thats	structurally	sound	and	safe.	By	understanding	the	requirements,	costs,	and	processes,	youll	be	ready	to	navigate	any	termite-related	hurdles	on	your	journey	to	homeownership.	Main	Takeaways	The	VA	requires	a	wood-destroying	pest	inspection	for	most	of	the	United	States.	Certain	states	and
counties	only	require	a	termite	inspection	if	the	VA	appraiser	discovers	an	issue.	The	VA	home	loan	program	helps	Veterans,	service	members	and	military	families	buy	homes	that	are	move-in	ready.	Properties	that	are	safe,	sound	and	sanitary.	Not	exactly	the	flashiest	words,	but	you	can	also	think	of	it	as	termite-free.The	VA	requires	a	wood-
destroying	pest	inspection	in	certain	parts	of	the	country	and	in	low-rise	and	high-rise	condo	units	when	the	VA	appraiser	observes	a	potential	pest	problem.Termites	might	be	small,	but	the	damage	they	cause	is	anything	but.	According	to	Orkin,	more	than	600,000	homes	are	hit	every	year,	costing	U.S.	homeowners	around	$5	billion.	Thats	a	lot	of
stress	and	money	the	VA	wants	to	help	you	avoid.	The	VA	isnt	trying	to	make	the	process	harder.	Its	helping	you	make	a	smart,	safe	investment.	Don	Wilson	Underwriter	Check	if	you	meet	the	official	VA	loan	requirements	with	a	VA	loan	expert	One	of	the	first	questions	for	VA	borrowers	is,	"Will	I	have	to	get	a	termite	inspection?"	Unless	you're
pursuing	a	VA	Streamline	refinance,	the	answer	is	yes	if	the	property	is	in	one	of	these	states:	Alabama	Arizona	Arkansas	California	Colorado	(only	required	for	these	counties:	Alamosa,	Arapahoe,	Archuleta,	Baca,	Bent,	Chaffee,	Cheyenne,	Conejos,	Costilla,	Crowley,	Custer,	Delta,	Dolores,	Douglas,	El	Paso,	Elbert,	Fremont,	Gunnison,	Hinsdale,
Huerfano,	Kiowa,	Kit	Carson,	La	Plata,	Lake,	Las	Animas,	Lincoln,	Mineral,	Montezuma,	Montrose,	Otero,	Ouray,	Park,	Phillips,	Prowers,	Pueblo,	Rio	Grande,	Saguache,	San	Juan,	San	Miguel,	Summit,	Teller,	Washington	and	Yuma.)	Connecticut	Delaware	Florida	Georgia	Hawaii	Illinois	Indiana	Iowa	(only	required	for	these	counties:	Adair,	Adams,
Allamakee,	Appanoose,	Audubon,	Benton,	Black	Hawk,	Boone,	Bremer,	Buchanan,	Butler,	Calhoun,	Carroll,	Cass,	Cedar,	Chickasaw,	Clarke,	Clayton,	Clinton,	Crawford,	Dallas,	Davis,	Decatur,	Delaware,	Des	Moines,	Dubuque,	Fayette,	Floyd,	Franklin,	Fremont,	Greene,	Grundy,	Guthrie,	Hamilton,	Hardin,	Harrison,	Henry,	Humboldt,	Ida,	Iowa,
Jackson,	Jasper,	Jefferson,	Johnson,	Jones,	Keokuk,	Lee,	Linn,	Louisa,	Lucas,	Madison,	Mahaska,	Marion,	Marshall,	Mills,	Monona,	Monroe,	Montgomery,	Muscatine,	Page,	Polk,	Pottawattamie,	Poweshiek,	Ringgold,	Sac,	Scott,	Shelby,	Story,	Tama,	Taylor,	Union,	Van	Buren,	Wapello,	Warren,	Washington,	Wayne,	Webster,	Winneshiek	and	Wright.)
Kansas	Kentucky	Louisiana	Maryland	Massachusetts	Mississippi	Missouri	Nebraska	(only	required	for	these	counties:	Adams,	Boone,	Buffalo,	Burt,	Butler,	Cass,	Chase,	Clay,	Colfax,	Cuming,	Custer,	Dawson,	Dodge,	Douglas,	Dundy,	Fillmore,	Franklin,	Frontier,	Furnas,	Gage,	Gosper,	Greeley,	Hall,	Hamilton,	Harlan,	Hayes,	Hitchcock,	Howard,
Jefferson,	Johnson,	Kearney,	Lancaster,	Madison,	Merrick,	Nance,	Nemaha,	Nuckolls,	Otoe,	Pawnee,	Perkins,	Phelps,	Platte,	Polk,	Red	Willow,	Richardson,	Saline,	Sarpy,	Saunders,	Seward,	Sherman,	Stanton,	Thayer,	Thurston,	Valley,	Washington,	Webster	and	York.)	Nevada	(only	required	for	these	counties:	Carson	City,	Churchill,	Clark,	Douglas,
Esmeralda,	Lincoln,	Lyon,	Mineral,	Nye,	Pershing,	Storey,	Washoe	and	White	Pine.)	New	Jersey	New	Mexico	New	York	(only	required	for	these	counties:	Bronx,	Broome,	Columbia,	Delaware,	Dutchess,	Greene,	Kings,	Nassau,	New	York,	Orange,	Putnam,	Queens,	Richmond,	Rockland,	Suffolk,	Sullivan,	Ulster	and	Westchester.)	North	Carolina	Ohio
Oklahoma	Pennsylvania	(only	required	for	these	counties:	Adams,	Allegheny,	Armstrong,	Beaver,	Bedford,	Berks,	Blair,	Bucks,	Butler,	Cambria,	Cameron,	Carbon,	Centre,	Chester,	Clarion,	Clearfield,	Clinton,	Columbia,	Crawford,	Cumberland,	Dauphin,	Delaware,	Elk,	Erie,	Fayette,	Forest,	Franklin,	Fulton,	Greene,	Huntingdon,	Indiana,	Jefferson,
Juniata,	Lackawanna,	Lancaster,	Lawrence,	Lebanon,	Lehigh,	Luzerne,	Lycoming,	McKean,	Mercer,	Mifflin,	Monroe,	Montgomery,	Montour,	Northampton,	Northumberland,	Perry,	Philadelphia,	Pike,	Potter,	Schuylkill,	Snyder,	Somerset,	Sullivan,	Tioga,	Union,	Venango,	Warren,	Washington,	Westmoreland,	Wyoming	and	York.)	Rhode	Island	South
Carolina	Tennessee	Texas	Utah	(only	required	for	these	counties:	Beaver,	Garfield,	Iron,	Kane,	San	Juan	and	Washington.)	Virginia	West	Virginia	Washington,	D.C.	Wisconsin	(only	required	for	these	counties:	Columbia,	Crawford,	Dane,	Dodge,	Grant,	Green,	Iowa,	Jefferson,	Kenosha,	Lafayette,	Milwaukee,	Ozaukee,	Racine,	Richland,	Rock,	Sauk,
Vernon,	Walworth,	Washington	and	Waukesha.)The	U.S.	territories	that	require	a	termite	inspection	are	U.S.	Virgin	Islands,	Guam,	American	Samoa,	Puerto	Rico	and	Commonwealth	of	the	Northern	Mariana	Islands.	In	other	states,	you'll	need	to	get	a	pest	inspection	only	if	the	independent	VA	appraiser	notes	an	issue	during	the	appraisal	process.
Pest	inspections	are	merely	discretionary	in	these	states:	Alaska	Idaho	Maine	Michigan	Minnesota	Montana	New	Hampshire	North	Dakota	Oregon	South	Dakota	Vermont	Washington	WyomingProfessional	pest	inspectors	will	scour	potential	entry	points	around	the	house,	both	inside	and	out,	looking	for	telltale	signs	of	termite	infestation.	Damaged
wood	is	obviously	a	dead	giveaway,	but	there	are	other	indicators	that	might	signal	a	problem.	Any	issues	will	need	to	be	cleared	up	before	you	can	move	forward	with	your	VA	loan.Many	homebuyers	find	learning	about	the	VA's	Minimum	Property	Requirements	helpful	when	preparing	for	a	pest	inspection.	Verify	your	VA	loan	eligibility	(July	21,
2025)	Historically,	most	VA	loan	borrowers	weren't	allowed	to	pay	for	termite	inspections	as	part	of	their	home	purchase	due	to	VA	non-allowable	fees.	However,	in	June	2022,	the	VA	updated	its	regulations	to	allow	all	borrowers	to	cover	termite	inspection	reports	when	the	inspection	is	required.In	addition	to	the	inspection	itself,	VA	borrowers	are
also	allowed	to	pay	for	repairs	if	theyre	needed	to	meet	the	VAs	Minimum	Property	Requirements.The	cost	of	a	termite	pest	inspection	varies	depending	on	home	size,	location	and	infestation	severity.	On	average,	homebuyers	should	expect	to	pay	around	$100	to	$200,	though	sellers	are	often	willing	to	cover	this	fee	after	negotiation.	How	We
Maintain	Content	Accuracy	Our	mortgage	experts	continuously	track	industry	trends,	regulatory	changes,	and	market	conditions	to	keep	our	information	accurate	and	relevant.	We	update	our	articles	whenever	new	insights	or	updates	become	available	to	help	you	make	informed	homebuying	and	selling	decisions.	Jul	16,	2025	Written	ByChris	Birk
Reviewed	ByDon	Wilson	Updated	content	based	on	VA	regulation	changes.	Jul	14,	2025	Written	ByChris	Birk	Reviewed	ByDon	Wilson	Updated	content	based	on	VA	guidelines	change.	Veterans	United	often	cites	authoritative	third-party	sources	to	provide	context,	verify	claims,	and	ensure	accuracy	in	our	content.	Our	commitment	to	delivering	clear,
factual,	and	unbiased	information	guides	every	piece	we	publish.	Learn	more	about	our	editorial	standards	and	how	we	work	to	serve	Veterans	and	military	families	with	trust	and	transparency.	About	Our	Editorial	Process	Veterans	United	is	recognized	as	the	leading	VA	lender	in	the	nation,	unmatched	in	our	specialization	and	expertise	in	VA	loans.
Our	strict	adherence	to	accuracy	and	the	highest	editorial	standards	guarantees	our	information	is	based	on	thoroughly	vetted,	unbiased	research.	Committed	to	excellence,	we	offer	guidance	to	our	nation's	Veterans,	ensuring	their	homebuying	experience	is	informed,	seamless	and	secured	with	integrity.	Related	Posts	Are	you	a	service	member,
veteran,	or	part	of	a	military	family	seeking	a	safe,	sound,	and	sanitary	home	through	the	VA	home	loan	program?	Ensuring	your	prospective	property	is	termite-free	is	as	crucial	as	meeting	other	essential	homeownership	requirements.	Join	us	as	we	explore	VA	termite	inspections	by	state,	discovering	where	these	inspections	are	mandatory	and	who
bears	the	responsibility.	Why	VA	Termite	Inspections	Are	Vital	The	VA	understands	the	significant	impact	termites	can	have	on	homeowners.	In	the	United	States	alone,	termites	cause	damage	to	over	600,000	homes	each	year,	costing	homeowners	approximately	$5	billion	annually.	As	part	of	their	commitment	to	veterans,	the	VA	aims	to	protect
those	utilizing	VA	loan	benefits	from	falling	victim	to	termite-related	issues	prevalent	in	certain	regions.	Understanding	When	VA	Termite	Inspections	Are	Required	Termites	thrive	in	specific	locations	across	the	country;	however,	some	areas	more	than	others	can	become	infested.	Over	30	states	mandate	termite	inspections	before	finalizing	a	home
loan,	while	others	grant	discretion	to	the	parties	involved.	In	some	states,	individual	counties	enforce	their	own	specific	termite	inspection	requirements.	To	keep	up	with	the	growing	termite	infestation,	the	VA	implemented	changes	in	June	2022,	making	termite	inspections	mandatory	for	properties	in	areas	classified	as	"Moderate	to	Heavy"	or	"Very
Heavy"	infestation	zones.	Who	Pays	for	VA	Termite	Inspections?	The	cost	of	a	termite	inspection	can	vary,	with	an	average	range	of	$100-$200.	Negotiations	between	buyers	and	sellers	often	lead	to	sellers	covering	this	fee	so	be	sure	to	ask	your	realtor	about	including	a	provision	in	the	contract	regarding	who	is	responsible	for	the	cost	of	the
inspection.	In	the	interest	of	ensuring	a	termite-free	home,	sellers	may	recognize	the	benefit	of	the	inspection,	and	facilitating	a	smooth	VA	loan	process.	VA	Termite	Inspection	Requirements	by	State	After	embarking	on	your	VA	home	loan	journey,	the	primary	question	is	whether	you	need	a	termite	inspection.	For	the	following	states,	the	answer	is
an	unequivocal	yes:	Alabama,	Arkansas,	Arizona,	California,	Connecticut,	Delaware,	Florida,	Georgia,	Hawaii,	Iowa,	Illinois,	Indiana,	Kansas,	Kentucky,	Louisiana,	Massachusetts,	Maryland,	Mississippi,	Missouri,	North	Carolina,	Nebraska,	New	Jersey,	New	Mexico,	Nevada,	Ohio,	Oklahoma,	Pennsylvania,	Rhode	Island,	South	Carolina,	Tennessee,
Texas,	Utah,	Virginia,	West	Virginia,	Washington,	D.C.	In	other	states,	a	termite	inspection	is	only	required	if	an	independent	VA	appraiser	identifies	possible	termite	related	damage	during	the	appraisal	process.	The	need	for	termite	inspections	in	these	states	remains	discretionary:	Alaska,	Colorado,	Idaho,	Maine,	Michigan	(required	in	counties:
Allegan,	Barry,	Berrien,	Branch,	Calhoun,	Cass,	Hillsdale,	Ionia,	Jackson,	Kalamazoo,	Kent,	Lenawee,	Livingston,	Macomb,	Mason,	Monroe,	Muskegon,	Oakland,	Oceana,	Ottawa,	St.	Clair,	St.	Joseph,	VanBuren,	Washtenaw,	and	Wayne),	Minnesota,	Montana,	New	Hampshire	(required	in	counties:	Cheshire,	Sullivan,	Merrimack,	Rockingham,	Belknap,
Hillsborough,	and	Strafford),	New	York	(required	in	counties:	Bronx,	Broome,	Columbia,	Delaware,	Dutchess,	Greene,	Kings,	Nassau,	New	York,	Orange,	Putnam,	Queens,	Richmond,	Rockland,	Suffolk,	Sullivan,	Ulster,	and	Westchester),	North	Dakota,	Oregon,	South	Dakota,	Vermont	(required	in	counties:	Bennington	and	Windham),	Washington,
Wisconsin	(required	in	counties:	Columbia,	Crawford,	Dane,	Dodge,	Grant,	Green,	Iowa,	Jefferson,	Kenosha,	Lafayette,	Milwaukee,	Ozaukee,	Racine,	Richland,	Rock,	Sauk,	Vernon,	Walworth,	Washington,	and	Waukesha),	and	Wyoming.	The	Importance	of	Professional	Termite	Inspections	To	identify	any	signs	of	termite	infestation,	professional
inspectors	will	diligently	examine	possible	entry	points,	both	inside	and	outside	the	home.	While	damaged	wood	serves	as	an	obvious	indicator,	other	telltale	signs	may	warrant	additional	attention.	Addressing	any	identified	issues	becomes	imperative	before	finalizing	your	VA	home	loan.	VA	Loan	Termite	Inspection	Costs	In	the	past,	VA	loan
borrowers	were	not	permitted	to	pay	for	termite	inspections	during	the	home	loan	process.	Previously,	termite	inspections	were	typically	excluded	from	the	expenses	borne	by	VA	loan	borrowers	during	home	purchases.	Yet,	in	June	2022,	the	VA	revised	its	regulations,	permitting	all	borrowers	the	option	to	bear	the	cost	associated	with	termite
inspection	reports,	particularly	when	the	inspection	is	mandatory.	Additionally,	VA	borrowers	can	handle	the	costs	of	necessary	repairs	to	meet	the	VA's	minimum	property	requirements.	Borrowers	who	use	their	VA	home	loan	entitlements	must	adhere	to	VA	requirements.	The	VAs	requirements	help	ensure	your	home	is	worth	the	purchase	price	a
portion	of	which	the	VA	guarantees	when	you	get	a	VA	loan.	In	areas	where	wood-destroying	pests	are	common,	the	VA	may	require	an	extra	inspection	on	your	property	before	approving	your	mortgage.	In	addition	to	termites,	there	are	plenty	of	other	wood-destroying	pests,	according	to	Terminix,	including:	Carpenter	ants	Carpenter	bees	Old-house
borers	Powderpost	beetles	In	areas	with	a	high	rate	of	wood-destroying	insect	infestation,	the	VA	requires	termite	inspections	as	a	part	of	the	VA	loan	process.	Until	recently,	the	VA	wouldnt	let	homebuyers	pay	for	termite	inspections,	even	when	the	VA	required	them.	Sellers	had	to	be	willing	to	cover	the	cost	of	the	inspections.	However,	that
changed	on	June	15,	2022.	Termite	inspections	are	now	an	allowable	fee	for	VA	home	buyers,	according	to	VA	Circular	26-22-11.	This	gives	buyers	more	flexibility	when	closing	their	home	purchase	contracts.	The	VA	encourages	veterans	to	negotiate	the	cost	of	the	wood-destroying	pest	inspection	and	repairs	with	the	seller,	according	to	the	circular.
During	the	inspection	process,	VA	appraisers	must	note	if	a	property	is	located	in	an	area	where	the	probability	of	termite	infestation	is	very	heavy	or	moderate	to	heavy,	according	to	Section	13.06	of	the	VAs	lender	handbook.	These	properties	must	undergo	a	termite	inspection	and,	if	necessary,	mitigation	before	the	VA	loan	closes.	Regardless	of	the
homes	location,	the	VA	will	require	a	home	inspection	if	the	VA	appraisal	indicates	wood-destroying	insect	damage	or	active	infestation.	VA	termite	inspection	requirements	apply	whether	the	home	is	an	existing	property	or	new	construction.	If	you	plan	to	build	your	home	after	your	VA	loan	closes,	the	termite	inspector	will	assess	the	probability	of
infestation	based	on	soil	samples.	Verify	your	VA	loan	eligibility	The	VA	exempts	some	property	types	from	termite	inspections,	according	to	the	VAs	lender	handbook.	These	properties	are	exempt,	unless	noted	in	the	state	requirements	list	below.	Low-rise	or	high-rise	condominium	units	that	are	stacked	vertically,	unless	the	VA	appraiser	notes
evidence	of	infestation	Condominiums	where	the	homeowners	association	can	provide	a	termite	treatment	guarantee	Geographic	areas	have	different	rates	of	termite	infestation.	You	are	more	likely	to	need	a	termite	inspection	if	you	plan	to	buy	in	a	southern	state.	Here	is	a	list	of	VA	termite	and	pest	inspection	requirements	by	state,	according	to	the
VAs	website	and	its	termite	infestation	probability	map:	Alabama	has	a	very	heavy	risk	of	wood-destroying	pests,	according	to	the	termite	infestation	probability	map.	Home	buyers	in	Alabama	need	a	termite	inspection	to	buy	a	home	anywhere	in	the	state.	Wood-destroying	insect	information	is	not	generally	required,	in	Alaska,	according	to	the	VA.
However,	if	VA	appraisers	notice	evidence	of	an	infestation,	they	may	require	a	termite	inspection.	Arizona	is	in	the	moderate	to	heavy	zone	on	the	infestation	probability	map,	so	youll	need	a	termite	inspection	if	you	buy	a	home	here.	ARKANSAS	Arkansas	is	a	state	with	very	heavy	risk	of	termite	infestation,	according	to	the	infestation	probability
map.	You	will	need	a	termite	inspection	to	use	your	VA	loan	in	this	state.	Since	it	is	noted	as	a	state	with	a	very	heavy	probability	of	termite	infestation,	youll	have	to	get	a	termite	inspection	when	buying	in	California.	You	will	only	need	a	termite	inspection	in	Colorado	if	the	VA	appraiser	determines	the	property	has	an	active	infestation	or	a	high
probability	of	developing	one,	according	to	the	VA	website.	Because	Connecticut	had	moderate	to	heavy	likelihood	of	termite	infestation,	youll	need	a	termite	inspection	to	buy	a	home	in	the	state.	Delaware	has	a	moderate	to	heavy	probability	of	termite	infestation,	according	to	the	VA,	so	youll	need	a	wood-destroying	pest	inspection	when	buying	a
home	there.	The	District	of	Columbia	has	a	moderate	to	heavy	risk	of	termite	infestation,	according	to	the	VA,	so	youll	need	to	get	a	termite	inspection	here,	too.	The	VA	assesses	Florida	has	a	very	heavy	risk	of	termites.	Floridian	properties	require	termite	inspections	to	use	your	VA	loan	guarantee.	Floridas	northern	neighbor,	Georgia,	also	falls	into
the	very	heavy	probability	of	termites	zone,	so	homes	in	this	state	require	a	termite	inspection,	too.	Hawaii	has	an	exceptionally	high	risk	of	termites,	so	the	VAs	Honolulu	regional	loan	office	requires	wood-destroying	pest	inspections	on	all	residential	properties,	including	if	you	are	purchasing	a	condominium	property	that	is	five	stories	or	less,
according	to	the	VA	website.	Idaho	falls	into	the	slight	to	moderate	zone	of	the	termite	infestation	probability	map,	so	you	wont	need	a	termite	inspection	here	unless	the	VA	appraiser	notes	evidence	of	an	active	or	probable	infestation.	The	termite	infestation	probability	map	places	Illinois	in	the	moderate	to	heavy	zone,	so	the	VA	requires	termite
inspections	here.	Youll	also	have	to	get	a	termite	inspection	in	Indiana	since	the	VA	lists	it	as	having	a	moderate	to	heavy	probability	of	termite	infestation.	Home	purchases	in	Iowa	using	a	VA	loan	require	a	termite	inspection,	according	to	the	VAs	termite	probability	resource.	The	VA	lists	Kansas	as	having	a	moderate	to	heavy	risk	of	termite
infestation,	so	youll	need	a	termite	inspection	when	buying	a	home	here.	Kentucky	also	falls	into	the	moderate	to	heavy	termite	risk	zone,	so	plan	on	needing	a	termite	inspection	before	closing	your	VA	home	loan	here.	Louisiana	has	a	very	heavy	risk	of	termites,	so	the	VA	requires	termite	inspections	for	properties	throughout	the	state.	MAINE	You
wont	need	a	termite	inspection	in	Maine	unless	your	VA	appraiser	orders	it,	according	to	the	VA	website.	Maryland	is	another	state	with	a	moderate	to	heavy	risk	of	termites,	according	to	the	VA.	Plan	on	getting	a	termite	inspection	when	buying	a	home	here	on	a	VA	loan.	VA	Home	purchases	in	Massachusetts	require	termite	inspections	since	the
state	is	in	the	moderate	to	heavy	zone	on	the	termite	probability	map.	In	Michigan,	whether	or	not	you	need	a	termite	inspection	for	a	VA	loan	depends	on	the	county.	The	VA	requires	wood-destroying	pest	inspections	in	these	25	countries:	Allegan	Barry	Berrien	Branch	Calhoun	Cass	Hillsdale	Ionia	Jackson	Kalamazoo	Kent	Lenawee	Livingston
Macomb	Mason	Monroe	Muskegon	Oakland	Oceana	Ottawa	St.	Clair	St.	Joseph	VanBuren	Washtenaw	Wayne	The	VA	may	also	require	you	to	get	an	inspection	if	they	find	evidence	of	a	probable	infestation,	even	if	you	live	in	another	county.	MINNESOTA	Unless	your	appraiser	thinks	otherwise,	you	wont	need	a	termite	inspection	in	Minnesota,	which
the	VA	assesses	only	has	a	slight	risk	of	termites.	Mississippi	carries	a	very	heavy	risk	of	termites,	termite	inspections	are	part	of	every	VA	loan	closing	process.	Youll	need	a	wood-destroying	pest	inspection	when	buying	a	home	in	Missouri	using	a	VA	loan	due	to	its	moderate	to	heavy	risk	of	termites.	Most	of	the	state	of	Montana	falls	into	the	none	to
slight	zone	of	the	termite	infestation	probability	map.	So	unless	your	VA	appraiser	notes	otherwise,	you	wont	need	a	termite	inspection	here.	Nebraska	falls	into	three	different	zones	on	the	termite	infestation	probability	map.	But	the	St.	Paul	regional	loan	center	requires	termite	inspections	no	matter	where	in	the	state	the	home	is	located,	according
to	the	VA	website.	Most	of	Nevada	falls	into	the	moderate	to	heavy	termite	probability	zone,	so	youll	need	a	termite	inspection	when	buying	a	home	here,	too.	The	VA	only	requires	termite	inspections	for	homes	in	these	southern	New	Hampshire	counties:	Cheshire	Sullivan	Merrimack	Rockingham	Belknap	Hillsborough	Strafford	If	your	VA	appraiser
judges	your	home	at	high	risk	for	termite	damage,	youll	need	an	inspection	even	if	you	live	in	a	northern	county.	Since	New	Jersey	is	a	moderate	to	heavy	termite	risk	state,	so	the	VA	requires	termite	inspections	when	buying	a	home.	New	Mexicos	termite	infestation	risk	is	moderate	to	heavy,	so	VA	home	loans	require	termite	inspections.	Wood-
destroying	insect	information	is	required	for	all	properties	in	these	New	York	Counties:	Bronx	Broome	Columbia	Delaware	Dutchess	Greene	Kings	Nassau	New	York	Orange	Putnam	Queens	Richmond	Rockland	Suffolk	Sullivan	Ulster	Westchester	If	you	purchase	a	home	in	North	Carolina	using	your	VA	loan	entitlement,	you	must	get	a	termite
inspection	due	to	its	moderate	to	heavy	risk	of	termite	infestation.	Unless	the	VA	appraiser	assesses	otherwise,	you	wont	need	a	termite	inspection	when	purchasing	a	home	in	North	Dakota,	according	to	the	VA	website.	VA	home	purchases	in	Ohio	require	a	termite	inspection	since	it	is	a	moderate	to	heavy	termite	risk	status.	In	Oklahoma,	you	will
need	to	get	a	termite	inspection	before	your	VA	home	loan	can	close,	according	to	information	on	the	VA	website.	The	VA	assesses	Oregon	to	have	only	a	slight	to	moderate	risk	of	termites.	You	wont	need	a	termite	inspection	unless	your	VA	appraiser	specifically	requests	it.	Pennsylvania	is	in	the	moderate	to	heavy	termite	infestation	probability	zone,
so	youll	need	a	termite	inspection	when	purchasing	a	property	here	and	using	your	VA	home	loan.	The	VA	requires	termite	inspections	in	Puerto	Rico	if	the	builders	used	(or	will	use,	in	the	case	of	future	construction)	wood	in	any	part	of	the	house	that	hasnt	undergone	pressure	treatment	in	conformance	with	American	Wood	Preservers	Institute
standards.	Rhode	Islands	status	as	a	state	with	a	moderate	to	heavy	risk	of	active	termite	infestation	means	youll	need	a	wood-destroying	pest	inspection	before	the	VA	guarantees	your	home	loan.	South	Carolina	has	a	very	heavy	infestation	probability,	so	youll	need	a	termite	inspection	before	closing	on	a	home	with	your	VA	loan	here.	South	Dakota
has	a	none	to	slight	risk	of	termite	infestation,	so	the	VA	doesnt	require	wood-destroying	pest	inspections	as	part	of	your	VA	loan	process.	Tennesees	wood-destroying	insect	risk	is	moderate	to	heavy,	which	means	youll	need	a	termite	inspection	when	getting	a	VA	home	loan	in	this	state.	Eastern	Texas	lies	in	the	very	heavy	termite	risk	zone,	while
central	and	western	Texas	fall	into	the	moderate	to	heavy	zone.	That	means	youll	need	a	termite	inspection	to	buy	property	anywhere	in	the	state.	Youll	need	to	get	a	termite	inspection	for	all	home	purchases	in	Utah	when	using	your	VA	home	loan,	according	to	the	VA	website.	The	VA	only	requires	termite	inspections	for	Bennington	and	Windham
counties	in	southern	Vermont.	VA	appraisers	may	also	require	them	in	other	counties	of	the	state,	depending	on	their	assessment	of	your	propertys	wood-destroying	insect	risk.	Virginia	falls	into	the	moderate	to	heavy	termite	infestation	probability	zone,	so	youll	need	a	wood-destroying	pest	inspection	when	buying	in	this	state.	The	VA	usually	doesnt
require	termite	inspections	in	Washington,	but	your	VA	appraiser	may	deem	it	necessary.	If	that	is	the	case,	state	authorities	require	that	the	inspection	also	identifies	rot	and	any	conditions	that	are	conducive	to	it,	according	to	the	VA.	As	a	moderate	to	heavy	termite	risk	state,	expect	to	get	a	wood-destroying	pest	inspection	when	buying	here.	The
VA	requires	termite	inspections	in	the	following	counties,	according	to	the	VA:	Columbia	Crawford	Dane	Dodge	Grant	Green	Iowa	Jefferson	Kenosha	Lafayette	Milwaukee	Ozaukee	Racine	Richland	Rock	Sauk	Vernon	Walworth	Washington	Waukesha	In	Wyoming,	you	wont	need	a	termite	inspection	unless	your	VA	inspector	finds	evidence	of	an	active
or	probable	inspection	since	it	is	a	state	with	a	none	to	slight	risk	of	wood-destroying	insect	infestation.	Start	Here:	$0	Down	Payment	VA	Loan	EligibilityYour	military	benefits	make	homeownership	more	affordable$0	down,	no	PMI,	and	lower	average	rates	whether	youre	buying	or	refinancing.	See	if	you're	eligible	today.	Written	by	Teresa	Tennyson
Teresa	Tennyson	is	a	journalist	for	Veteran.com.	She	is	a	retired	army	officer	who	served	in	several	countries	in	the	Middle	East.	Pests	can	cause	a	significant	amount	of	damage.	On	top	of	these	repairs,	getting	rid	of	a	pest	infestation	can	be	costly.	To	prevent	pests	from	becoming	a	future	issue	after	buying	a	home,	many	mortgage	lenders	will
require	that	a	pest	inspection	be	done.	If	youre	planning	on	using	a	VA	loan,	you	might	need	a	pest	inspection	to	qualify.	These	requirements	are	most	frequent	in	areas	where	pests	and	termites	are	common.	More	than	30	states	require	a	termite	and	pest	inspection.	Heres	everything	you	need	to	know	about	the	process	for	pest	inspection	for	VA
loans.	To	first	step	in	conducting	a	pest	inspection	is	finding	out	what	the	requirements	are	in	your	area.	Some	regions	have	higher	likelihoods	for	certain	pest	infestations	so	an	inspection	is	not	always	required	for	a	VA	loan	application.	Your	lender	might	request	a	termite	inspection	report	as	part	of	your	loan	application.	If	not,	youll	want	to	look
into	your	state	or	countys	requirements.	Even	if	your	loan	application	does	not	require	a	pest	inspection,	consider	what	the	risks	are	for	your	area.	If	there	is	still	a	possibility	that	a	pest	problem	could	exist	on	the	property,	consider	having	an	inspection	done	regardless.	Once	youve	identified	that	you	need	a	pest	inspection	for	your	home	loan,	youll
need	to	find	an	inspector.	Pest	inspections	are	carried	out	as	part	of	the	closing	costs	of	the	home-buying	process.	They	are	usually	done	at	around	the	same	time	as	the	VA	appraisal	and	home	inspection.	At	this	point,	professional	pest	inspectors	will	check	the	house	for	signs	of	both	pests	and	pest	damage.	While	termites	are	one	of	the	biggest
concerns	when	it	comes	to	pest	infestations,	your	inspector	will	look	out	for	all	kinds	of	unwanted	pests.	There	are	many	different	insects	and	other	species	that	can	cause	damage	to	property.	The	risk	of	some	pests	will	depend	on	the	climate	and	the	location.	Most	inspectors	will	be	on	the	lookout	for	the	following	critters.	Carpenter	ants	Termites
Bedbugs	Spiders	Snakes	Rodents	Moths	Scorpions	The	most	tell-tale	sign	of	termites	is	damaged	wood,	but	there	are	many	signs	inspections	consider	to	identify	a	termite	problem.	The	inspector	will	let	you	know	if	your	potential	home	shows	signs	of	wood-destroying	insects	or	any	other	unwanted	pests.	The	inspector	will	provide	you	with	a	detailed
report	on	their	findings.	The	report	will	detail	if	the	inspection	showed	signs	of	pests,	where	the	pest	problem	is,	and	if	there	is	any	resulting	damage.	The	pest	inspection	report	might	also	recommend	pest	control	treatments	to	get	rid	of	the	critters.	The	treatment	to	correct	termite	infestations	or	pest	damage	must	adhere	to	the	VA	loan	guidelines.	If
the	inspection	yielded	pests,	you	might	need	to	get	another	inspection	after	youve	treated	the	problem.	If	the	report	gives	confirmation	that	the	property	is	pest	free,	you	can	submit	the	paperwork	to	your	lender.	The	problem-free	pest	inspection	report	can	then	be	submitted	to	your	mortgage	application	file	for	your	VA	home	loan.	The	specific
inspection	requirements	for	a	VA	loan	depend	on	the	state	that	you	live	in.	Check	what	the	probability	of	infestation	is	for	your	area.	Homes	located	in	states	or	regions	where	the	probability	of	infestation	is	either	moderate	to	heavy	or	very	heavy	will	likely	require	a	termite	pest	inspection.	There	are	many	states	in	the	U.S.	that	have	a	moderate	or
high	risk	for	termites	and	other	pests.	The	following	is	a	list	of	areas	in	which	pest	inspections	are	required	for	a	VA	loan.	Alabama	Arizona	Arkansas	California	Connecticut	Delaware	Florida	Georgia	Hawaii	Iowa	Illinois	Indiana	Kansas	Kentucky	Louisiana	Massachusetts	Maryland	Mississippi	Missouri	North	Carolina	Nebraska	New	Jersey	New	Mexico
Nevada	Ohio	Oklahoma	Pennsylvania	Rhode	Island	South	Carolina	Tennessee	Texas	Utah	Virginia	West	Virginia	Washington,	D.C.	If	you	do	not	live	in	one	of	the	states	where	pest	inspections	are	required,	that	does	not	mean	that	you	do	not	need	one	for	a	VA	loan.	Below	is	a	list	of	states	in	which	a	pest	inspection	for	VA	loan	requirement	is
determined	by	county.	If	your	state	is	listed	below,	you	can	check	online	or	ask	your	lender	to	find	out	if	a	termite	inspection	is	required	in	your	county	for	a	VA	loan	application.	Michigan	New	Hampshire	New	York	Vermont	Wisconsin	The	following	states	are	discretionary	requirement	states.	This	means	that	the	option	to	issue	a	requirement	for	a
pest	inspection	for	VA	loan	is	up	to	the	lender.	Alaska	Colorado	Idaho	Maine	Minnesota	Montana	North	Dakota	Oregon	South	Dakota	Wisconsin	Wyoming	Usually,	the	seller	or	the	lender	is	required	to	pay	for	the	pest	inspection	for	VA	loan.	However,	recent	policy	changes	now	allow	the	home	buyer	to	pay	the	cost	of	the	pest	inspection	in	some	states.
This	new	rule	is	to	prevent	sellers	from	favoring	buyers	without	VA	loans	because	of	the	extra	charge.	If	you	are	refinancing	your	home,	the	lender	will	often	cover	the	cost	of	a	pest	inspection.	The	cost	of	a	pest	inspection	will	vary	by	the	size	of	the	home	and	its	location.	Typically,	a	pest	inspection	costs	between	$50	to	$280.	Inspectors	will
sometimes	have	bundling	options	for	home	and	pest	inspections.	Unsure	about	the	pest	inspection	requirements	for	your	VA	loan.	Were	here	to	help!	Contact	us	to	find	out	if	you	need	a	pest	inspection	to	apply	for	your	loan	or	to	learn	more	about	the	VA	loan	process.	At	VA	Loans	For	Vets,	were	experts	in	helping	veterans	and	their	families	with	their
VA	loan	financing	needs.	Give	us	a	call	at	602-908-5849	to	learn	more.	If	you	are	in	the	process	of	getting	approved	for	a	VA	loan,	your	purchase	property	may	or	may	not	be	required	to	undergo	an	inspection	for	wood-destroying	insects.	This	requirement	can	add	a	significant	amount	of	time	to	the	loan	approval	process,	so	it	is	helpful	to	be	able	to
anticipate	it	ahead	of	time.VA	Loans	That	May	Require	a	Pest	InspectionAll	VA	loan	home	purchases	or	VA	cash-out	refinance	loans	are	susceptible	to	pest	inspection	requirements,	depending	on	what	state	or	county	the	purchase	property	is	located.	VA	streamline	loans	(IRRRLs)	do	not	require	a	pest	inspection	in	any	state.VA	Loan	Pest	Inspection
MapBelow	is	a	map	that	shows	which	states	require	pest	inspections,	which	states	do	not	require	a	pest	inspection,	and	what	states	may	sometimes	require	a	pest	inspection	based	on	the	county.	If	you	live	in	one	of	the	following	states,	your	purchase	property	is	required	to	undergo	an	inspection	for	wood-destroying	insects	prior	to
closing.AlabamaArkansasArizonaCaliforniaConnecticutDelawareFloridaGeorgiaHawaiiIowaIllinoisIndianaKansasKentuckyLouisianaMassachusettsMarylandMississippiMissouriNorth	CarolinaNebraskaNew	JerseyNew	MexicoNevadaOhioOklahomaPennsylvaniaRhode	IslandSouth	CarolinaTennesseeTexasUtahVirginiaWest	VirginiaWashington,	D.C.VA
Loan	Pest	Inspection	Sometimes	Required	in	These	StatesOther	states	only	require	a	pest	inspection	if	the	appraiser	notices	signs	of	damage	from	or	the	presence	of	wood-destroying	insects.AlaskaColoradoIdahoMaineMinnesotaMontanaNorth	DakotaOregonSouth	DakotaWashingtonWyomingVA	Loan	Pest	Inspection	Mandatory	in	These	CountiesThe
following	states	only	require	a	pest	inspection	if	the	appraiser	notes	any	sign	of	damage	from	or	the	presence	of	wood-destroying	insects,	except	in	the	following	counties	where	a	pest	inspection	is	mandatory	for	all	VA	loans:MichiganCounties	Allegan,	Barry,	Berrien,	Branch,	Calhoun,	Cass,	Hillsdale,	Ionia,	Jackson,	Kalamazoo,	Kent,	Lenawee,
Livingston,	Macomb,	Mason,	Monroe,	Muskegon,	Oakland,	Oceana,	Ottawa,	St.	Clair,	St.	Joseph,	VanBuren,	Washtenaw,	and	Wayne.New	HampshireCounties	Cheshire,	Sullivan,	Merrimack,	Rockingham,	Belknap,	Hillsborough,	and	Strafford.New	YorkCounties	Bronx,	Broome,	Columbia,	Delaware,	Dutchess,	Greene,	Kings,	Nassau,	New	York,	Orange,
Putnam,	Queens,	Richmond,	Rockland,	Suffolk,	Sullivan,	Ulster,	and	Westchester.VermontCounties	Bennington	and	Windham.WisconsinCounties	Columbia,	Crawford,	Dane,	Dodge,	Grant,	Green,	Iowa,	Jefferson,	Kenosha,	Lafayette,	Milwaukee,	Ozaukee,	Racine,	Richland,	Rock,	Sauk,	Vernon,	Walworth,	Washington,	and	Waukesha.VA	Loan	Pest
Inspection	Guidelines	and	RestrictionsThe	pest	inspection	required	by	the	VA	is	designed	to	ensure	that	each	home	purchased	with	a	VA	loan	meets	the	requirements	for	a	safe,	sound,	and	sanitary	property.	The	VA	loan	benefit	is	designed	to	help	veterans	get	into	homes,	but	it	is	also	designed	to	make	sure	veterans	are	in	homes	that	will	be	healthy
and	safe	to	live	in.All	wood-destroying	insects	are	included	in	this	inspection.	Termites	are	the	most	common	wood-destroying	insect.	But	carpenter	ants,	long-horned	beetles,	powderpost	beetles,	and	carpenter	bees	are	also	included	in	this	category	since	they	have	the	ability	to	cause	severe	damage	to	wood	structures.If	evidence	of	wood-destroying
insects	is	found,	a	specialist	will	need	to	come	and	treat	the	property	for	the	wood-destroying	insects.	Any	damage	from	the	wood-destroying	insects	will	need	to	be	repaired	prior	to	VA	loan	approval.	A	second	pest	inspection	will	need	to	be	conducted	when	all	treatment	and	repairs	are	completed	to	ensure	the	wood-destroying	insects	have	been



successfully	eliminated	from	the	property.VA	Loan	Pest	Inspection	CostsBorrowers	are	restricted	in	most	states	from	paying	for	the	pest	inspection.	This	means	the	inspection	must	be	covered	by	the	seller	or	another	third	party.	VA	lenders	will	require	an	invoice	from	the	pest	inspection	as	documented	evidence	that	the	borrower	has	not	paid	for	the
inspection.There	are	nine	states	where	borrowers	are	allowed	to	pay	for	the	pest	inspection:AlabamaArkansasArizonaCaliforniaFloridaLouisianaMississippiOklahomaTexasHave	Questions?If	you	still	have	questions	about	the	pest	inspection	requirements,	guidelines,	or	process,	the	best	course	of	action	is	to	contact	a	VA-approved	loan	specialist.	Call
1	(888)	232-1428	to	speak	with	a	loan	specialist	today!	VeteransLoans.com	is	a	VA-approved	lender	licensed	in	36	states.	VeteransLoans.com	currently	offers	VA,	FHA,	and	conventional	loan	products.	

Termite	va	states.	Va	termite	inspection	state	requirements.	Va	termite	inspection	section	1	and	2.	Va	termite	inspection	states.
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